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Abstract

Software has been a key component of research for decades. It has usually been associated with
modelling, experimental characterisation processing and data digestion for analytics purposes.
Nowadays, the value of software goes much beyond being a fundamental part of research [1],
as materials modelling software has become a key enabler for business decision making in
process and manufacturing industries and a crucial driver for materials discovery and
innovation in a wider sense.

The talk will outline preliminary findings from the Software Business Models survey as
principal components in software sustainability and evolution in the area of materials modelling
and characterisation. The key feedback from our communities — including research service
providers, software vendors and other industry — is split in three categories: materials data
semantisation and standardisation [2-3]; support for marketplaces [4-6] as innovation spaces;
and flexible workflows.
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