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In 2002 my research group developed a new methodology for simulating electron transport in 
nanoscale systems[1] which today has become the de-facto standard for ab’initio modelling of 
electron transport. Instead of making the methodology freely available in an open source 
software  package I decided to pursue a non-conventional avenue in the European electronic 
structure community and make it a commercial software product, what today is the 
QuantumATK package[2]. QuantumATK is today part of Synopsys and used by all the major 
semiconductor companies for developing next generation technology nodes and 35 full time 
employees are involved in the development, support and sales of the package. I will analyze 
how we could successfully enter the very competitive market for commercial atomic-scale 
modelling software and discuss some of the opportunities that exist today for new entrants. 
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